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Circular Bag of Tricks (3 hours) Max: 
Patty digs deep into her bag of tricks to show you some of her favorite circular 
knitting hacks. Patty has some truly unique UNventions (some brand new - 
never published or taught!) that will make your circular knitting sing. Learn 
how to make a completely jog free cast on and bind off, as well as some truly 
magical jogless joins (can we say one row stripe!). There will be tips to avoid 
ladders from dpns and the weird tight stitch at the magic loop turn and so much 
more. Finally, Patty will introduce you to Helix knitting, a spectacular circular 
method, AND (extra credit, if time allows), even tricks to working W&T and 
German short rows in the round without the icky hole. Get ready to kick your 
circular knitting up to the next level. NOTE: Must be comfortable working in a 
small circumference - magic loop, 2 circs or dpns without supervision 

Homework: Cast on 30 stitches, do not join. 

Skill Level: Must be comfortable working in a 
small circumference - magic loop, 2 circs or dpns 
without supervision. Must know long tail cast on 
and how to knit, purl, cast on, bind off. Familiarity 
with Magic Loop, 2 circs or dpn required.

Materials Required:
Yarn: Any smooth worsted to chunky weight yarn 
(color A), 2 small balls of contrasting 
yarn (color B &amp; C). 
Needles & Notions: Needles appropriate to yarn to 
work a small circumference (36 - 40” circular for 
magic loop, 2 circs or dpns), scissors or yarn cutter, 
tapestry needle. 

Advanced Knitting Fixes (3 hours) Max: 
Delve beyond picking up a dropped stitch into more major fixes. Learn how to 
“tink” or un-knit increases and decreases w/o losing a stitch. Reverse a cable or 
add a missing cable many rows down. Fix common mistakes in lace such as a 
missing YO or a K2tog 3 rows down. Even learn how to shorten or lengthen 
your knitted piece. You have the power to fix without frogging! 

Homework: Please click to see PDF. You’ll be making 2 swatches for 
this class. 

Skill Level: Must know increases and decreases, 
know basic cabling. If you can knit the swatches, 
you can fix the swatches! 

Materials Required: Yarn- Worsted or

chunky yarn, light, solid. Small amount of 
contrasting color yarn of the 
same weight 
Needles –Needles the sizes you used to make 
your swatches, double pointed needles or 
circular needle one size smaller, a crochet 
hook H, I, J, or K or hook appropriate for your 
swatch 
Accessories – Large locking stitch markers, 
scissors, darning needle, stitch holders

Build a Better Fabric (3 hours) Max: 
We’ll explore ways to improve your knitting technique by looking at the most 
important fundamentals, like the job of the left needle tip and the right needle 
shaft, stitch sizing, and even the correct exit path of your stitch. We will explore 
edge stitches, cast on and bind offs and a huge array of knitting tip. The last part 
of the class will be open for all knitting questions (that you have put in the “bag 
of why”), so come with your questions and let’s explore our knitting. 

Homework: Cast on 24 stitches, work 2 inches in plain stockinette (NO 
GARTER EDGE, just stockinette), enough to get a sense of your knitting 
style. Do not bind off, we will be working this swatch. 

Skill Level: Advanced Beginner. Must know how

to knit, purl, cast on, bind off, know simple increase 
and decreases. Recognize the knit and purl stitch 
and be able to work them in a pattern without 
supervision. 

Materials Required:
Worsted-weight yarn, smooth, light colored. 
Needle – US size 8 (5 mm) and 9 (5.5 mm) needles 
(whichever your yarn choice requires). 
OPTIONAL to experiment with purl gauge: bring 
needles 2–3 sizes smaller and larger.

Chart it, Swatch it, Love it (3-hours) Max: 
Learn how to spice up any sweater with your own stitches. With a bit of 
math, the knitting world is your oyster! We’ll start with an exploration of 
what cables and lace do to your fabric. We’ll look at what can make the 
cast on edge undulate or the side of a stitch move in and out. Next, we’ll 
learn the simple math to insert or replace a stitch panel or detail into 
existing sweater pattern. Then, after looking at swatches, stitch 
dictionaries and finished objects for inspiration, we’ll start to play with 
adjusting and combining to create your custom stitches. Finally, using 
both graph paper and some imaginative three-dimensional tools you’ll 
start to lay out your own stitch and even start to swatch it. 
Homework:  None 

Skill Level: A firm knowledge of the math of gauge 

required. Basic sweater pattern knowledge is helpful. 

Materials Required: Graph paper (knitter’s graph

paper found here: 
http://sweaterscapes.com/downloads/graphpaper-
133.pdf
- please print several pages to play with), calculator,
pen, paper, and pencil.
Yarn and needles for swatching
OPTIONAL: a pattern you would like to alter, stitch
dictionaries. 

Patty Lyons 

https://umass.blob.core.windows.net/websfall/Lyons_AdvancedKnittingFixesHomework.pdf
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Beautiful Textured and Reversible Shawls with Sequence Knitting (3 hours) Max: 30

This class is a great introduction to sequence knitting. You will learn how to 
make three reversible textured shawls: Anywhere, Conversing, and Careful with 
small swatches. In sequence knitting, textured fabric is created through the 
repetition of a sequence of stitches, like k2, p2. By varying the sequence, the 
number of stitches, and the way they are repeated, an endless variety of rich 
textures are possible. It can be done with any yarns at any gauge and is an 
addictive way to make beautiful knitting. 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: The class is suitable for knitters of 
all levels ranging from advanced beginner to 
experts. Students should be able to knit, purl, 
cast on, bind off, increase, and decrease. 
Materials Required: 1 ball of smooth yarn in 
a weight you like to use for a shawl, and 
appropriately sized needles, which is usually a 
US8 (5 mm) for worsted, a US6 (4 mm) for DK, 
a US4 (3.5 mm) for sport, and a US2.5 (3.0 
mm) for fingering. A pin-on stitch marker and
two thin on-needle stitch markers are also
needed.

An Introduction to Working with Marls (6 hours) Max: 24 
This class is a hands on introduction to working with multiple strands held 
together as one, aka marling, as a kind of Colorwork in hand knitting. We’ll 
learn about how colors mix in marls, the history of marling, and how to work 
with many colors in a marled project. Students will also explore the 
microswatching technique as an aid to choosing colors. These ideas can be 
applied to any knitting project made with multiple strands, and the Ella Improv 
pattern is a good introductory project that will be included as part of the class. 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: The class is suitable for knitters of 
all levels ranging from advanced beginner to 
experts. Students should be able to knit, purl, 
cast on, and bind off. 
Materials Required:  Yarn will be provided 
for class, but students are encouraged to bring 
heavy lace or light fingering yarns in various 
colors from their stash to discuss how to use 
them in marled projects. Sharp-tipped metal 
needles ranging in size from US3 (3.25 mm)–
US6 (4 mm) (Some examples of heavy-lace 
yarns are Isager Spinni, Tvinni, or Alpaca 1. Ito 
Kinu, Sensai, Shibui Pebble, Cima, Silk Cloud, 
and Valley Yarns Alpaca Silk, Hatfield.).  

Magical Broken Garter, The Easiest Sequence Knitting (3 hours) Max: 30 
This class is about the broken garter family of stitch patterns. These easy 1-row 
stitch patterns are perfect social knitting and make wonderful reversible 
scarves and blankets. By varying the stitch pattern, the yarns, and the colors, 
the creative possibilities are endless. 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: The class is suitable for knitters of 
all levels ranging from advanced beginner to 
experts. Students should be able to knit, purl, 
cast on, and bind off. 
Materials Required: 2 balls of yarn in 
different colors. These can even be different 
weights and fibers—but should be yarns that 
you think would be interesting when striped 
together.  A range of needle sizes for the yarns 
you are bringing, which is usually a US8 (5 
mm) for worsted, a US6 (4 mm) for DK, a US4
(3.5 mm) for sport, and a US2.5 (3.0 mm) for
fingering.

Cecelia Campochiaro 
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Shetland Lace Basics (3 hours) Max: 25 
What is Shetland Lace? How does it differ from other lace styles? What are the 
tips and tricks you need to know to work it successfully? Laura will cover some 
history of Shetland Lace and then delve into techniques to help you knit it 
successfully. The class will cover basic increases and decreases, walk you 
through chart reading, and get you on your way to becoming a more advanced 
lace knitter! Skills gained in this class will translate over to many patterns that 
use lace stitches. 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Basic lace skills required. 

Materials Required: 
Shetland Lace Basics handout- supplied by  
instructor in class 
Approx. 30 yards fingering or sport-weight yarn 
US size 5 or 6 (3.75 or 4mm) needles 
Stitch markers 

Save Your Stitches: Fixing Lace Mistakes (3 hours) Max: 25 
Do you want to knit lace but have no idea what to do when you make a mistake? 
Laura will demystify the anatomy of your lace with you and teach you how to 
know when you can fix and when you have to rip (or perform surgery). You’ll 
learn how to replace yarnovers, insert missing decreases, rebuild sections of 
your knitting, and most importantly how to avoid making mistakes in the first 
place! This class is 3/4 technique and 1/4 philosophy... This class will make you 
a better, more knowledgeable, and less fearful lace knitter!  

Homework: Please click to see PDF. 

Skill Level: Knit, purl, and know basic lace 
stitches 

Materials Required:
30 yards smooth, light or bright colored sport 
weight yarn 
US Size 6 straight or circular needles  
2 US Size 6 double pointed needles 
One 4 mm crochet hook 
Pinnable surface and T pins 

Design Your Own Cowl (3 hours) Max: 25 
In this fun workshop, Laura will work with you on designing your own cowl! 
We’ll look at construction of cowls, both flat, in the round, and moebius. After 
going over some basic background knowledge on cowl shaping, we’ll start to 
play with stitches and talk about how to convert them to work with your design. 
Finally, we’ll talk about edgings and how to incorporate them. By the end of 
class, you will be ready to cast on for your very own cowl!  

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Advanced Beginner. Must know 
how to knit and purl. 

Materials Required: 
Cowl Design handout- supplied by instructor in 
class 
Your favorite swatching yarn and needles for your 
desired cowl.  
Pencils, erasers, graph paper, and an open mind!  
Optional: Favorite Stitch Dictionaries 

Knitting a Novus Sweater (3 hours) Max: 25 
In this class 3 hour class Laura introduces you to the “Novus” construction, her 
seamless yet structured modern approach to the side-to-side sweater. She’ll 
cover how the construction works, how to modify the construction to fit your 
body, any necessary skills needed for the construction (i.e. provisional cast on, 
lifted increases, German short rows), and provide you with a mini version of the 
concept to play with. In class you will discuss choosing yarn to knit your 
sweater so you have success! By the end of class you’ll be ready to 
independently knit your own sweater from the collection.  

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Knit/purl; comfort reading a 
pattern; best for knitters who have knit a 
sweater before OR are adventurous first time 
sweater knitters. 
Materials Required: 25 yards DK or worsted 
weight yarn (this is just for 
swatching/learning techniques, not for your 
sweater) 
Size 6 needles, 4mm crochet hook. 
We will be spending a fair amount of time 
talking about yarn choices, and then choosing 
yarn to audition for your sweater. Please don’t 
purchase yarn ahead of time unless you are 
sure you know what you want to use 

Laura Nelkin 

https://umass.blob.core.windows.net/websfall/Nelkin_SaveYourStitches.pdf
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Knit to Fit (3 hours) Max:

In this class we will look at what we are knitting and the practices and 
measures that need to be taken to make sure that the pieces fit our own bodies. 
Patterns are sized in generic sizes so most can easily be adjusted to fit our 
body..but how? Most patterns tell you simple instructions but what to do to 
make it professional and easy to assemble? Let’s figure this out together and 
have fun in the process.  

Homework: Find a pattern that you’d like to knit. Swatch with the desired 
yarn from pattern or another yarn that may or may not match gauge. 

Skill Level: Intermediate. Beyond just 
scarves. 

Materials Required: Basic knitting supplies.

Please be sure to have tape measure, 1 pair of 
straight needles to help with measuring and a 
happy open mind. 

From the Neck Down (3 hours) Max: 
When you just want to relax and have fun with your knitting, cast on from the 
top neck and work down. It’s simple, easy and the best part is you get to try it 
on as you work to insure the perfect fit. We will start creating a small kids 
sweater or a mini that fits a good sized teddy bear that can be finished in time 
for the upcoming Holiday. We will talk about technique, shaping, stitch patterns 
and different ways to incorporate your personality to the design.  

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Intermediate 
Materials Required: Basic knitting materials. 
Please make sure to have 2 skeins of yarn 
(same color or different colors – not sock 
yarn), Circular needle to match yarn used and 
stitch markers. Tape Measure. 

Flipped Over Slipped Stitches (3 hours) Max: 
Knitting has two basic stitches and everything is created off of them. In this 
class we will look at the technique of Slip Stitches and how it creates a new form 
of architecture. We will play with color, texture and detail in creating stitches 
that are Mosaic, Vertical, Horizontal, Diagonal and ones that work inside out.  

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Intermediate 
Materials Required: Assorted needles and 
sizes. Barry will bring yarns to play and 
swatch with to learn these techniques. 

Tuck it to Play (3 hours) Max: 
There are different ways to create texture and we are going to spend time 
creating tuck stitches that sit up on top of your knitting to create a new 
dimension. We will look at a few different ways to accomplish this and how to 
mark you stitches to accomplish this easily. We will use colorful yarns and have 
many ideas on how to add this to existing patterns in different ways. You won’t 
believe how easy this is! 

Homework: Please click to see PDF. 

1 swatch 24sts x 20 rows. Leave on the needle. 1 swatch with 27sts in the Lace 
Diamond Pattern PDF and then a matching yarn we will use in class. Leave 
swatch on the needle. 1 swatch with 20sts and 5 rows in Garter St. 

Skill Level: Intermediate 
Materials Required: Homework swatch 

Barry Klein 

https://umass.blob.core.windows.net/websfall/Klein_TuckItToPlay.pdf
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Cast On Cornucopia (3 hours) Max: 12 
Still using the same cast on you learned when you started knitting? It’s time to 
explore some of the many different ways to start your knitting. Learn tough cast 
ons for kids’ garments, stretchy ones for cuffs, decorative cast ons and tailored 
hems, multicolor cast ons for decorative edges. Even easy “provisional” cast ons 
that can be removed to make hems or add borders later. 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Advanced Beginner. Must know at 
least one cast on. Must have basic  
knitting skills (knit, purl, increase, decrease, 
and bind off) 

Materials Required: Plain, smooth, light-

colored worsted weight yarn. A stretchy wool 
yarn is best. Set of double pointed needles in 
size appropriate for yarn. Sharp scissors. 
Circular needle same size or smaller. Small 
amount of contrast color worsted weight yarn 
(at least 5 yards). 

Edges and Boarders (3 hours) Max: 20 
Perfect borders can be a pain to pick up. Learn to prepare for borders with neat 
edges on your knitting and how to pick up perfectly every time. During this 
workshop, you’ll knit two swatches with examples of four types of edges, 
including a curved edge, then pick up stitches along them, learning a variety of  
pick-up techniques and how to determine exactly the right number of stitches 
for each border. 

Homework: None 

Skill Level:  Adventurous Beginner and up. 
Must know how to cast on, knit, purl, decrease, 
and bind off. 

Materials Required: Plain, smooth, light-

colored, worsted weight wool yarn in two 
contrasting colors. Needles sized  
appropriately for the yarn (US#6-8/4-5 mm) 
and needles two sizes smaller. 

Sew a Fine Seam (3 hours) Max: 20 
Seams can make the difference between “homemade” and “handcrafted” in your 
knitting. Learn to sew perfect seams—side seams, shoulder seams, and 
armholes. Perfect your technique by practicing sewn seams in mattress stitch, 
weaving, and combinations of the two. Learn to knit seams rather than sew 
them, and how to use decorative seams on the public side of your garments. 

Homework: Please click to see PDF. You'll be making 10 swatches for 
this class. 

Skill Level: Experienced Beginner and up. 
Students should know how to cast on,  
knit, purl, bind off and work simple pattern 
stitches. 

Materials Required: A set of double pointed

needles in the size used to knit the homework 
swatches. Plain, smooth worsted weight yarn, 
preferably wool or wool blend, in two 
contrasting colors. Yarn needle, scissors, basic 
knitting supplies. 

Bring out the Best in your Variegated Yarn (3 hours) Max: 30 
Love that multicolor yarn? Hate the way it looks when you knit it? Whip those  
hand-painted and variegated yarns into submission! Learn to bring out the best 
in your variegated yarn, how to avoid striping and pooling, highlight desired 
colors, and emphasize texture. Review a variety of yarns and learn their 
properties, while knitting swatches to experiment with textured  
pattern stitches, multiple strands of yarn, and varying stitch counts. Also learn 
to recognize which garments will work best with variegated yarn. 

Homework: Using a worsted weight variegated or hand-painted yarn 
where each color is between 1” and 9” long, cast on 20 stitches. Work in 
stockinette until the colors seem to repeat somewhat regularly in your 
swatch. Increase or decrease a stitch or two and continue knitting until 
the colors begin to repeat again. Do this one more time. If your yarn 
doesn’t repeat, just work at least 5” TOTAL and then stop. Don’t bind off. 
Bring your swatch to class. 

Skill Level: Experienced Beginner and up 
(should know how to knit, purl, cast on,  
bind off, increase and decrease). 

Materials Required: Worsted weight 
variegated yarn and a matching or contrasting 
solid yarn for swatching. Needles in a size 
appropriate for this yarn; a circular needle or 
set of double pointed needles in the same size; 
needles 2 and 4 sizes larger. 

Margaret Radcliffe 

https://umass.blob.core.windows.net/websfall/Radcliffe_SewAFineSeamHomework.pdf
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The Top-Down Circular Yoke Sweater Class (3 Hours) Max: 
Circular yoke is such a wonderful way to design your own sweater because it is 
beginner friendly, fits well, and looks beautiful with colorwork and gansey 
motifs! In this class, I will provide a circular yoke pattern, but will also give you 
the tools to customize it to create the sweater of your dreams. 
 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Intermediate.  Must have knit at 
least 1 sweater. 
Materials Required: 1 skein of worsted 
weight yarn and corresponding needles 
Optional: A device that you can view a 
spreadsheet on (phone, tablet, or laptop). 
 

 

 

The Sweater Cheat Sheet (3 hours) Max: 
One of my first knitwear design classes was The Sweater Cheat Sheet, a quick 
and easy walkthrough for knitting drop shoulder, raglan, and circular yoke 
sweaters and cardigans from any direction!  I will give you the tools and the 
easy math so that by the end of the class, you will feel confident enough to pick 
a sweater style to knit without a pattern. 
 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Intermediate.  Must have knit at 
least 1 sweater. 
Materials Required: 1 skein of worsted 
weight yarn and corresponding needles 
Optional: A device that you can view a 
spreadsheet on (phone, tablet, or laptop). 
 
 

 

Knit 2 Socks in 1 (3 hours) Max: 
Join me as I demonstrate my unique Knit 2 Socks in 1 method, as seen in my 
book, Knit 2 Socks in 1: Discover the easy magic of turning one king sock into a 
pair! This sock method completely eliminates second sock syndrome and 
simplifies the sock knitting process without compromising fit and versatility. 
 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Beginner 
Materials Required: 1 skein of worsted 
weight yarn and corresponding needles 
Snips / Scissors 
A small ball of scrap yarn (a few yards). 
 

 

The Cowlette Class (3 hours) Max: 
If you've never heard of a cowlette, then you are in for a treat.  A cowlette is the 
perfect marriage between a shawlette and a cowl.  It's a quick and easy, 
customizable neck accessory that combines the fun motifs and shapes of a 
shawl with the wear-ability of a cowl! In this class we will cover Cowlette 
anatomy, cowlette shapes, motifs, and cast on! 
 

Homework: None 

Skill Level: Beginner 
Materials Required: 1 skein of either 
fingering, DK, or lace weight yarn with 
corresponding needles. 
 

 
 

 
Safiyyah Talley 


